
As you all know, Orthoptic Awareness week was celebrated from the 8th to 

12th of March this year.  

The theme was òDiabetes and the Eyesó and all several members were  

involved in promoting eye health care and of course our profession via    

various events during the week.  

Orthoptic Awareness week 2010  

NSW branch act iv i t ies  

NSW branch made good contacts within Diabetes Australia and as a result 
were able to promote OAW throughout the month of March.   There was an 
article in the Diabetes Australia NSW magazine òIssuesó which gets         

distributed to 53,000 members.      

Diabetes Australia NSW made OAW the theme for March on the diabetes 
channel .  By going to the òIssuesó site and selecting "March Health Goals" 
from the menu on the left hand side, you can see  a recorded interview 
about Diabetes and the Eyes. Many thanks to Katie Scanlon whose expertise 

in this area made her 
the perfect choice to 
be interv iewed.   
  
Additional promo-
tional activities for 
the week included 
displays being set up 
at the Childrenõs   
H o s p i t a l  a t            
Westmead, Bankstown 
Hospital and Sydney 
Eye Hospital and  
Lindley Leonard was          
interviewed by 2NBC, 
a community radio 
station. Posters were 
also displayed at    

Vision Australia (Enfield 

branch).  
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The VIC branch held a Diabetes    

seminar on Wednesday 10th March 

open to all eye health professionals 

and the general public.               Guest 

speakers  inc luded:   Igna t ios 

Koukouras, Julie Ewing and Theona 

Nicola who spoke about Diabetes, the 

impact it has on the eyes, latest treat-

ment advances and the Diabetes   

Management Pro ject  current ly        

recruiting participants thought the 

Centre for Eye Research (CERA). 

A display was also set up at the Eye 

and Ear Hospital library.  

 

OAW was also promoted in the Eastern Weekly local paper and Zoran    

Georgievski contributed to the Healthworks ® Well at Work                   

òAsk the Expertó column.  

In addition, one of our members, Bev Devidas was interviewed on Radio 

3RPH in the Central Goldfields region in relation to OAW.  

Members in WA 
would have noticed the lift out òBe kind to your eyesó a feature which was 
included with the West Australian newspaper on the 10th of March. The     
journalists at the West Australian were very keen to promote OAW and       
allowed us to contribute 3 articles to this feature. Connie Koklanis and I 
worked closely with these journalists and at no cost to Orthoptics Australia. 
The articles (which can be viewed by clicking on the titles) are:  
 
òWhoõs who in the world of eyesó 
òLet there be lightó 
òDiabetes and the eyesó 
 
SA branch had poster displays at the Repatriation, Womenõs and Childrenõs 
Hospitals and also at the Flinders Medical Centre. Guide Dogs were also       
involved in promoting OAW.  
 
QLD branch supported an OAW activity at the Maranoa Health Enhancement 
program which is a program that raises health awareness, improves access, 
information and response to local communities in Wallumbilla, Yuleba and 
Jackson. OAW was promoted during their Seniors day in March. 
 
TAS branch had poster displays at various clinics and hospital out -patient  
departments.  
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Diabetes Seminar 

held at the Royal Victorian Eye 

and Ear Hospital 

(From L-R: Julie Ewing, Zoran           

Georgievski, Meri Vukicevic, Ignatios 

Koukouras, Theona Nicolau) 

Thank you to all   
members involved 

in Orthoptic  
Awareness Week      

activities in 2010!  

Act iv i t ies  at other branches  

VIC branch act iv i t ies  

Promotions and 

Development p lans for 

2010  

Eye and Ear hospital poster display 

In order to improve OAõs P&D    

capabilities, I have joined forces 

with the Public Relations depart-

ment at RMIT University in       

Melbourne. As part of their       

undergraduate training, the PR 

students work on a campaign to      

develop a PR strategy for a not -for

-profit organisation. OA was one 

of 15 organisations lucky enough 

to be chosen out of more than 100 

applicants for this program. I am 

currently working closely with 

these students on this exciting 

initiative and I will keep you    

informed of the outcome!  

If anyone has any ideas for the 

P&D committee please let us know 

by emailing: PR@orthoptics.org.au 

Meri Vukicevic 

http://www.orthoptics.org.au/OAA07/images/throwing_punches.pdf
http://www.orthoptics.org.au/OAA07/images/whos_who_in_world_of_%20eyes.pdf
http://www.orthoptics.org.au/OAA07/images/let_there_be_light.pdf
http://www.orthoptics.org.au/OAA07/images/oaw_and_diabetes_and_eyes.pdf

